Spain: Relatives of military plane
crash victims met with official
indifference

By Keith Lee, 25 November 2003

Families of Spanish servicemen killed when their
plane crashed in May have accused the Aznar
government of not taking due precautions when hiring
the aircraft. They are petitioning the courtsto see if
negligence charges can be brought.

The Y akolev-42 plane owned by Ukrainian
Mediterranean Airlines (UMA) crashed in Turkey on
May 26, killing 62 Spanish soldiers and 12 Ukrainian
flight crew. The aircraft had left Kabul where the
soldiers, mainly from aregiment of engineers, had
completed a four-month tour of duty working with the
International Security Assistance Force (I1SAF)
deployed in construction and bomb disposal dutiesin
Afghanistan.

It had stopped off at Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, to pick up
more Spanish troops on their way to Zaragoza military
base in Spain. Flying over Turkey, the pilot had
requested to land in the Black Sea port of Trabzon for
refuelling, but two landing attempts were abandoned
due to dense fog and high winds. During the third
attempt the aircraft veered out of control, crashing
near the town of Macka.

Spain’s President José Maria Aznar of the right-wing
Popular Party has rejected cals for afull inquiry into
the crash. In response the victims' families have
formed an association to find out the cause of the
accident, establish military and political responsibility
for it and secure proper compensation.

They have criticised what they say are irregularitiesin
NATO's chartering process and an “absence of control
measures’ on the part of the Spanish authorities.
Although the jet was chartered by NATO on behalf of
the Spanish military, the Spanish government was the
last link in a“chain of sub-hirings.” The lawyer for the

Segun el forense turco del
Yak- 42: "Los militares
espanoles han mentido en
el juicio”

El forense turco Bulent Sam,
dice directamente que
miente, cuando asegura que
no sabia el contenido del
documento que firmo
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En declaraciones en exclusiva al
programa Hora 25 de la Cadena
Ser, que dirige Angels Barcelo, el
médico forense que se encarg6 de
las labores de identificacidén del Yak-
42, Bulent Sam, ha acusado a los
militares espafoles juzgados por
este caso de mentir durante el juicio.
Sam asegura que la responsabilidad
de la mala identificacion de los
cadaveres es del ejército espafiol
porque ellos sabian que de los 62
militares muertos, 30 estaban sin
identificar.

"Habia un traductor y yo hablaba en
inglés con el General Vicente
Navarro que habla un inglés
perfecto”, asegura el forense turco.
Ellos sabian que estaban firmando
un documento en el que se detallaba
gue faltaban por identificar 30
cadaveres.

Turk uzmanlar Yak 42 ihmaline isik
tutacak

2003 yilinda Trabzon a dusen “Yak 42~ ucagiyla
ilgili Ispanya ™ nin baskenti Madrid ~de gorilen
davada iki Turk adli tip uzmani da ifade verdi.
Kazada dlen 62 Ispanyol askerinin cesetlerinin
bir kisminin kimliginin yanlis belirlenmesi
skandalina iliskin G¢ Ispanyol subayinin yarg...

2003 yilinda Trabzon™a dusen “Yak 42" ucagiyla
ilgililspanya™nin baskenti Madrid ~de gortlen
davada iki Turk adli tip uzmani da ifade verdi.
Kazada Olen 62 Ispanyol askerinin cesetlerinin bir
kisminin kimliginin yanlis belirlenmesi skandalina
iliskin t¢ Ispanyol subayinin yargilandigi
Madrid~deki davada, Bulent Sam ve Omer
Miaslimanoglu™nun tanik olarak verdikleri
ifadelerin davaya yon verecegi belirtiliyor.
Kurbanlarin yakinlarinca Madrid " e davet edilen
Sam ve Muslimanoglu, ~Ziyaretimizin amaci,
Turkiye deki Yak-42 ucaginin kazasinda dlen
askerlerle dayanisma gostermek™ derken dlenlerin
yakinlari, Turk uzmanlarina minnetarligini dile
getirdi. YETKILILERIN IHMALI

Uluslararasi glcte gorev yaptiklari Afganistan™dan
Ispanya”ya donerken, Ukrayna dan kiralanan
ucagin dusmesi Uzerine 6len askerlerin yakinlarinca
Madrid e davet edilen Sam ve Muslimanoglu,
mahkemedeki ifadelerinde Turkiye “deki kimlik
belirleme calismalarinda hata yapilmadigini,
Ispanyol yetkililerin, dlen askerlerin 30 unun
cesedini, kimlikler saptanmadan bile bile
Ispanyaya goturduklerini sdylediler.




families said that although “fortuitous el ements took
part,” the accumulation of irregularities turned it into
“aflight of highest risk.”

Attorney Eudaldo Vendrell, acting for the families, has
asked Spain’s highest criminal court to open a legal
inquiry “to establish whether or not there isliability
and who isto be held responsible.”

The families have aso asked the court to clarify the
particulars of the crash because they feel the Spanish
government isdragging its feet and isindifferent to
their concerns. Association member Curra Ripolles
said, “We have been asking the support of the defence
ministry for the last four months.”

Instead the families have been met with awall of
distortions and misinformation. Recently an
unattributed report claimed the pilots had been
drinking prior to the crash. But Turkish investigators
have dismissed these reports. Umit Cendek, deputy
director for civil aviation, claims there was no forensic
evidence that the two Ukrainian pilots had consumed
alcohol.

Doubts have also been cast on the military’s
identification of the bodies |eft by the wreckage. The
military has said that it was able to positively identify
the bodies through name tags sewn into the uniforms.
But these have not been cross-checked with dental
records, or DNA samples and no relative has made a
visual identification. Relatives say that when they
went to the crash site to lay flowers they found
personal belongings and military identification tags on
the ground. Francisco Cardona’ s son was reported to
be avictim but was in civilian dress. Cardona says he
does not know on what grounds the identification was
made.

Relatives accuse the defence ministry of imposing
psychological pressure during talks with them.
Association Chairman Carlos Ripolles said, “We don't
want alms, we just want to know the truth. Why does
it cause them such a problem that we want the truth?”

Segun las declaraciones del forense
turco, el ejército espafiol solo realizo
pruebas externas porque segun el
general Vicente Navarro "no habia
tiempo para realizar todas las
autopsias porque habia prisa por
repatriar los cadaveres para celebrar
una ceremonia militar en Madrid".
Segun Sam, el general Navarro les
aseguro que los "no identificados
serian identificados en Espafia”.

Bulent Sam ha confirmado a la
Cadena Ser que conservan
muestras de ADN "porque son las
pruebas de su inocencia". El forense
ha afiadido que "normalmente
conservamos las muestras durante
cinco afos y en casos especiales
como este las conservamos al
menos durante 10 afios".

Sam asegura que desde el
Ministerio de Defensa se intenté que
Turquia asumiese los errores de las
identificaciones: "El 11 de marzo del
2004 el ex secretario de estado de
defensa, Javier Jiménez Ugarte,
vino a Turquia y pidié a las
autoridades turcas que aceptaramos
todos los problemas que estaban
surgiendo y "no lo aceptamos”, dice
este forense turco, porque esto
"implicaba decir que la culpa de los
errores era del equipo médico
turco”.

Bllent Sam mahkemede, “Benim basinda
bulundugum dort adli tip uzmanindan olusan bir
ekip vardi ve Ispanyol subaylar surekli hazir
bulundu. Her ceset, Ispanyollarin 6ntinde dort Turk
uzmani tarafindan inceleniyordu. 30 cesedin
kimligini belirleyemedik™ dedi. Sam sdyle devam
etti: "DNA testinin yapilmasi gerektigini sdyledik
ama Ispanyol yetkilileri, (Madrid teki) cenaze
torenine yetismek amaciyla onlari kimligi
belirlemeden gotirmek konusunda israr ettiler.
Kimligi belirleme calismalarini Ispanya™da
tamamlamaya so6z verdiler ve tutanaga imza
attilar.” MADRID (ANKA)

Ispanyol aileler Turk uzmanlara minnettar

Ispanyol El Pais gazetesine gore, ~Yak-42"~
davasinda diger iki Tark adli tip uzmani Mustafa
Gunduzve Bulent Savran~in ise, tele-konferans
yoluyla ifade vermelerinin 6ngoraldigi ancak
“Tarkiye izin vermedigi icin™ yargicin bu
uzmanlarin ifadelerini kabul etmedigi kaydedildi.
Ote yandan, Biilent Sam ve Omer
Muslimanoglu ™ nun, Madrid e vardiginda yaptiklari
aciklamada ~Ziyaretimizin amaci, Turkiye deki
Yak-42 ugaginin kazasinda 6len askerlerle
dayanisma gostermek ve yargicin davet etmesi
halinde ifade vermektir™ dedikleri de aktarildi.
“Kurbanlarin yakinlarinin olusturdugu dernegin
baskani Miguel Angel Sencianes ise, Turk Adli

Tip uzmanlarina minnetarligini dile getirirken
“Cesetler onlarin sayesinde kurtarildi. Sadece bu
baylar, gercegin ortaya ¢cikmasini saglayabilir™ diye
konustu. Madrid~de devam eden davada biri
general, Uc¢ Ispanyol subayi, resmi belgede tahrifat
ile suclaniyor.16.04.2009




